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Of the sixty-two members of the convention,
twenty-one were Quakers. There were twelve
delegates from Massachusetts. The Declaration
of Sentiments, drafted by Garrison, urged imme-
diate emancipation as a moral duty, to be accom-
plished by peaceful measures only, and conceded
the right of the States to manage their domestic
institutions, without interference from the general
government. But the duty of suppressing the
slave-trade between the several States, and of
abolishing slavery altogether in the District of
Columbia and in the Territories, was set forth
with much force. This declaration was engrossed
on parchment, and signed by all the delegates.
Of his own signature to this declaration Mr.
Whittier said: " I set a higher value on my name
as appended to the Anti-Slavery Declaration of
1833, than on the title-page of any book." A fac-
simile of this document, framed in oak from the
ruins of Pennsylvania Hall, destroyed by the mob
of 1838, was always given a conspicuous place in
his home at Amesbury.1

In January, 1834, the New England Anti-
Slavery Society held its annual meeting in Boston.
Mr. Whittier was not able to attend, but sent a
letter the reading of which is said to have had a
thrilling effect upon the audience.

In March, 1834, Mr. Whittier wrote the follow-
ing letter to Eev. Dr. William Ellery Channmg,

1 Since Ms death it has "been given to the youngest son of
William Lloyd Garrison, who has also the table upon which tlie
document was signed and the inkstand which, was used on this
historic occasion.